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consecrated on or near the castle and on the same day in 1244 the
king gave to the order his house in Edinburgh and his garden in
Perth™, From this date the area of the castle became the Black
Friary to which in 1266 for example the envoys of Norway came
to make peace with the King of Scots. Whether the king himself
resided at the Friary at this time, as so many of his successors
were to do, is not known. But Kinclaven was developed as a royal
castle to house the king’s stores, and act as a hunting lodge and
residence when he made his way along the Braes of Angus. Perth,
however, was left without a castle so that when Edward I took
over Scotland his instructions poured forth to the keepers of this
or that castle, but always to the warden of the town of Perth—
because there was no castle there. Unfortunately, there is
absolutely no documentation to reveal when the town wall was
built. It does not seem to have been very high and my own surmise
is that it was meant to do two things: to show the wealth and
importance of the town, to act as a status symbol, and secondly to
prevent a recurrence of the great flood of 1209, keeping out the
waters of the stank or mill-stream which flowed round three sides
of the town. If that second conjecture is correct then obviously the
waterfront must also have been secured by raising solid wharves;
in Rutherford’s map there is an interesting line of buildings running
parallel to and midway between the Watergate and the river and
at right angles to the burgages, a line which may represent a
strengthened waterfront for medieval Perth.

The evolution of the community of Perth in the fifty years
between Baldwin the lorimer and the flood of 1209 is not well
documented but some evidence of change can be gleaned from
surviving charters. Thus already when Malcolm IV granted the
booth in Perth to Baldwin he addressed his charter to * the provosts
and all his other burgesses of Perth.” This phrase implies a great
many things. Within a burgh the king was entitled to rent from
each of those holding land of him, but from a very early date in
his reign David I refers to this rent as his firma *“ farm,” that is to
say fixed amount, from his burgh. He had given to the responsible
officer a target figure to produce, but it was the officer’s 1eSponsi-
bility to see to the collecting of the individual rents and if he made
a surplus or a loss then that was his good or bad fortune. With’
some burghs the responsible officer was the sheriff and the grieves
or provosts remained his deputies or agents, In the case of Perth,
however, they had entered into a direct relationship with the king
who expected that they would be chosen from among his burgesses.
Moreover as King William’s charter of 1209% to the burgesses
shows, and as other burgh charters confirm, from about 1180 each
town was held responsible in common for payment of taxes or aids
to the king. These documents reluctantly reveal to us an active
burgh community accepting responsibility for the payment of its



